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CLOSE OP THE FIEST TERM IN CONGRESS
1880-1881

THE last session of G-eneral Weaver's first;term
in Congress lasted from December 6, 1880, to
March 3,1881. Legislation in which he took the
greatest interest and the passage of which he
opposed most vigorously was the hill for the
refunding of the national debt. This bill had
been left over from the preceding session, and
was debated in the House intermittently from
December 14, 1880, to its passage on January
19,1881. At the very close of the session it was
finally vetoed by.President Hayes because of a
provision in it which seemed to him to threaten
the permanence of the national banking sys-
tem.141

On December 21, 1880, the chairman of the
committee on ways and means tried to dispose
of the funding bill before the holidays by limit-
ing debate upon it to two or three hours. There
was considerable opposition to this proposal
both because of the shortness of time before
adjournment for the holidays and because of
the presence of barely a quorum of members.
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